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Welcome to the second part of the lecture on Gender, Race and the City. As I had discussed

earlier in the previous lecture, today, I will be covering the topic of race and how the racial

disparities affect the urban experiences.
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The topics that I will touch upon are housing discrimination, then the price discrimination of

real estate, the causes and outcomes of racial discrimination, and the case study from

Washington DC.

(Refer Slide Time: 01:02)

Although the Fair Housing Act has considerably lessened discrimination against minority

races, the same cannot be said when it comes to racial segregation. Most racial backgrounds

occupy neighbourhoods that cater to individuals from their own race. As a result, there is a

differential access to services and opportunities. The other way to know that discrimination is

still prevalent is to examine the differences housing rates for the majority versus the minority

races. The minority races often have to shell out extra since they are prevented from living in

certain residential areas.
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During the great migration of African Americans to the northern cities in the 1950s, they had

to pay much higher prices till 1970s. However, in the 1990s, the whites began to pay more

since they did not want to live in the same neighbourhood as the African Americans. The

decrease in housing price can also be attributed to the inferior quality of the neighbourhood

that the minorities opted for. The comparison of data of the years 1989 and 2000 showed

greater discrimination against Hispanics than the African americans (Ross and Turner, 2005).
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Even though open discrimination against minority races have significantly reduced, they are

still subjected to hostilities in the form of force used by the police. The “Black Lives Matter”



movement has highlighted this issue. The traffic cops often ask African Americans for great

number of stops than they do the whites. This is a major form of discrimination and

harassment. Even the rate of police shootings is much higher when it comes to the blacks.
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Discrimination in. residences are measured using dissimilarity index or isolation index.

However, the two indices give an unclear picture of segregation patterns. Schuetz et al.

(2018) add to this area by analyzing not just segregation among the races but also the

clustering among them. Additionally, they also see how far the residences are from the city

center and how that affects the income levels. They found that with increasing

suburbanization, groups with higher income levels were likely to shift to the suburbs.
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The causes of segregation are many including discrepancies in income and preferences to

discrimination stemming directly from racial differences. According to Galster (1991), there

is a link between discrimination that was measured by the 1989 Housing Discrimination

Study and residential segregation.

In the opinion of Ross (2010), it is the past tendencies of discrimination that still drive the

present scenario. Other authors state that it is the unwillingness of the whites to move into

areas that are dominantly occupied by the blacks.
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There is a huge impact of racial segregation on the minorities. Sudies have shown how the

socio-economic progress for African Americans get a setback because of segregation. The

metropolitans that are more segregated are linked with “greater racial disparities in exposure

to neighborhood poverty, violence, and local school performance “(De la Roca, Ellen, and

O’Regan, 2014, cited in p. 4).

As a result of this segregation, job seeking youth may have to shift to the neighborhoods with

no job. As Kain states, this eventual segregation has equally devastating effects on the Latino

youth. “The mechanisms identified in most of these studies tend to point toward differences

in exposure to poverty, resident education levels or other factors that are consistent with

segregation either increasing negative spillovers or decreasing positive spillovers across

individuals who live near each other” (p. 4).

Segregation can lessen the amount of capital accrued in minority households. It can also

prevent intermingling of all races. The job opportunities and wages are also determined by

segregation patterns. Such discrimination can also encourage young blacks to look for new

separate homes from their parents’.
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Brandi Thompson Summers in their book chapter “Race, Authenticity, and the Gentrified

Aesthetics of Belonging in Washington, D.C.”, writes how the commercial area of

Washington D. C. is a racially diverse neighbourhood. As a result of this diversity, young

white residents and tourists are drawn to the area.



““Diversity” and “development” are buzzwords that allay fears about displacement and

inequality.” (p. 116). The author focuses on H street, an area in the downtown that was earlier

an exclusive marketplace for the blacks. However, now it has gained importance as a racially

diverse area for various business interests. It has three districts: “Urban Living, Central

Retail, and Arts and Entertainment Districts” (p. 117).
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The term “diversity,” “has maintained its veneer of concern for social justice, but picked up

new meanings associated with hipness, as it’s used in new contexts that have nothing to do

with inclusion, power sharing, or social justice” (Modan 2012: 190, cited in p. 119). Diversity

has now become commodified with the advent of lifestyle businesses that claim to better the

lives of the minorities in the areas where they originate.

The whole foods market chain is an example of one such business that opened up on the H

street. It sells organic foods and claims to be a responsible business model. The departmental

store, however, is also known for its expensive products.
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Inside the shop, there is a paper-cutting with the phrase “Chocolate City” which, according to

the author, is an example of “black aesthetic emplacement”, “a mode of representing

blackness in urban capitalist simulacra, which exposes how blackness accrues a value that is

not necessarily extended to Black people and how social and political histories are casually

decontextualized in the service of capital.” (p. 121).

The phrase was later changed to confectioner’s corner when it faced a lot of controversy on

social media. “At Whole Foods Market, authenticity is a hyperreality, one that does not

reflect a prior social reality, but a new one constructed from models or ideas about “the real”

and “authentic” (Baudrillard 1994, 1998)”. The constant emphasis on diversity is a

phenomenon of the neoliberal age and is rewarding for the white people.
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Hipster economics is the trend of romanticizing or remodeling urban landscapes by seeing

poverty though the lens of aesthetics (Kendsior, 2014). Through the process of gentrification,

privileged white people often transform urban spaces resulting in demarcations between who

belongs and who doesn’t. When more and more lifestyle shops began to open in the H street,

a smaller number of shops that catered to the original deprived class remained.

As a result, the original inhabitants began to leave the area. Thus, it is the process of

gentrification atht determines who will stay and who will not. There is “end of local public

services and a transition to a new economy that privileges exclusive commerce, gentrified

culture, and consumption” (p. 128).
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H Street operates as a “space of consumption” in three different ways:

“First, store owners represent the interests of a cultural community that operates in direct

contrast with long-time residents. Second, retailers (as well as developers and investors) enter

the consumption space in search of economic opportunity. Finally, retailers act as social

entrepreneurs as they establish social spaces that invite new residents and tourists, while

alienating long-time residents and visitors (Zukin 2010: 19-20)”.

(Refer Slide Time: 12:54)



In the age of neoliberalism, there are no demands for businesses that cater exclusively to a

particular ethnic group. Instead, there is call for diversity and universalism. This change,

however, is not beneficial for the original inhabitants of a commercial area who run the risk

of being overthrown. The annual H street festival is an example of “cosmopolitan canopy”

where diversity is celebrated.

It “establishes the street as the ideal consumption space mentioned above – one that focuses

on producing gentrified spaces for residents and visitors to socialize and hang out, but one

that also caters to a particular lifestyle that actively reinvents the space” (p. 131). Earlier, the

festival was a way of conserving tradition. Later with increasing gentrification, it became a

way of advancing economic interests.

Moreover, it has boosted the tourism industry immensely. A lot of people even gain interest

in inhibiting the neighbourhood after being a part of this festival. Thus, the festival is a way

of commercializing culture. The “constructed multicultural urbanity” of the H street “that

relies on a depoliticized ethnic cool” “decontextualizes the history of the space” (p. 133).

Thus it can be argued, that even though projected as a product of post racial planning,

“blackness” is an all-encompassing attribute of the street’s cultural diversity.
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I hope through today's class, you gained knowledge about how race interacts with the city.

That is all for today's lecture. I will see you for the next one.
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Thank you for listening and have a great day ahead.


