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Welcome to the Course of Urban Planning. Today under the theme of different levels of plan, we
are going to look at the Regional Plan. 
(Refer Slide Time: 00:40)

In today’s lecture while looking at the Regional Plan we are going to see the conceptual
understanding of a region and the Regional Plan. We are going to see how the regions are
classified for the planning purpose. Further we are going to explore the scope and purpose of
Regional Planning and also look at various settlements in the region.
(Refer Slide Time: 01:00)



The learning outcomes which we expect after finishing this lecture is that you should be able to
conceptually define and describe region and the Regional Plan. You should be able to classify the
regions for the purpose of planning, discuss the scope and purpose of the Regional Planning and
then identify and describe various settlements in the region. Starting with we are going to look
at- What is a region? A region is a continuous geographical area which has a fair degree of
uniformity in administration, economic linkages or natural environment.
(Refer Slide Time: 01:43)

It is relatively a large area with hierarchy of settlements and varying landscape. Looking at-
What is Regional Plan? A Regional Plan is a comprehensive plan at an appropriate scale for the
integration of urban nodes and the semi-urban and rural areas. The scale could be district scale,
inter-district scale, investment region or special area. If the regions identified are inter-State, all
States cover required to prepare sub-regionals plans for this respective areas. The plan is based
on the understanding of the characteristic of the region such as flow of people, goods, knowledge
and money.



(Refer Slide Time: 02:30)

Further purpose of planning, the regions are classified under three heads as per the URDPFI
guidelines, the first one is Administrative Region, second Investment Region, third Special
Region. 
(Refer Slide Time: 02:45)

Administrative Regions can be District Regions or Metropolitan Regions as per the
recommendation of the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Act. 
(Refer Slide Time: 02:58)



For example, we can see here Goa Regional Plan 2021 which is a State Level Regional Plan
prepared based on the two Districts Plan of North Goa and South Goa. We are looking at the
image of North Goa and South Goa extracted from the Goa Regional Plan Document.
(Refer Slide Time: 03:17)

Another example of the region, we can see is the Integrated District Development Plan prepared
at the District Level by the State of Kerala. We are looking at the image of Kollam District taken
from Integrated District Development Plan of Kollam District, Kerala. 
(Refer Slide Time: 03:36)



Likewise, we can look at another example which is Mumbai Metropolitan Regional Plan
prepared 2016 to 2036 prepared by Mumbai Metropolitan Authority. The Regional Plan is
prepared for the metropolitan area. So what we see here is this Regional Plan is prepared for the
metropolitan area compared the previous one which was prepared for the district.
(Refer Slide Time: 04:04)

Another planning region which we see is the Investment Region. It can be new investment,
manufacturing zones, industrial and freight corridors, special investment regions, they could be
identified under the National Acts or Policies. For example, in this image taken from the website
of National Industrial Corridor Development Corporation Limited shows various industrial
corridors identified for the Regional Planning. We see here Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor
which runs from this place to here.
(Refer Slide Time: 04:42)



We see Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor. Likewise, we see Amritsar to Kolkata, the Industrial
Corridor. We further also see Chennai to Bangalore Industrial Corridor. Further we see East
Coast Economic Corridor which has been planned from Vizag- Chennai Industrial Corridor.
Then we also see Bangalore to Mumbai Industrial Corridor. So these kind of industrial corridors
again you see that they are passing through various States.

So, therefore they also become one kind of a region and Regional Plan is developed for them as
well. We can see here, regions identified for development include Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor which is also known as DMIC, Amritsar - Kolkata Industrial Corridor known as AKIC,
Chennai – Bengaluru Industrial Corridor known as CBIC, East Coast Economic Corridor ECEC,
Bangalore – Mumbai Industrial Corridor (BMIC).
(Refer Slide Time: 05:56)

Now coming to the Special Regions, they are sensitive in terms of environment, socio-economic
or political aspects. 



(Refer Slide Time: 06:11)

We see here the example of eco-sensitive zones around Kanger Valley National Park which is
located in district of Bastar in Chhattisgarh. We can see this region here which is again a very
specific Sensitive Zone, which is identified based on the environment. Likewise, we see Rajaji
National Park, here, the boundary is shown here, which is again Specially Identified Area based
on the environmental consideration. So this is the way the Sensitive Zones are identified. 
(Refer Slide Time: 06:49)

Now coming to scope and purpose of the Regional Planning, the core purpose of Regional
Planning is to identify the region and regional resources for development of settlement plan, both
for the urban and the rural area to be prepared and regulated by District Planning Committee
which is also abbreviated as DPC. 
(Refer Slide Time: 07:16)



Regional Planning in this country has evolved through years of Post-Independence. The most
important Regional Planning are the District Planning, Metropolitan Planning, Watershed
Management and Special Area Development. Considering the importance of Regional Planning
at the District Level and with the view to integrate the urban and the regional development, the
District Planning Committee and Metropolitan Planning Committee were created through the
73rd and 74th Constitutional Act. It is argued that Regional Planning will lead to sustainability.
(Refer Slide Time: 07:55)

The Regional Planning will allow efficient use of resources such as water, mineral, forest, land
and culture. So these resources will be used efficiently if we plan the region in a very
comprehensive manner. It will offer opportunities for balanced and equitable spatial and
economic development in all parts of the regions. It is also argued that it will allow optimization
of regional multi model mobility and Transit Oriented Development which is also abbreviated as
TOD.
(Refer Slide Time: 08:31)



Regional Planning approaches also supported for the reasons that it is believed to alleviating
urban poverty, minimizing urban sprawl, addressing migration, allowing efficient response and
preparedness to disaster such as flood, landslide subsistence, fire and earth quake. It also helps in
minimizing the regional disparities.
(Refer Slide Time: 08:51)

We now look at various settlements in the region. Every region has a special structure depending
upon its settlement levels and types. Some of the identified settlements types by the URPDFI
guidelines are as follows: Nodal Center, Counter Magnets, Satellite Towns, Priority Towns,
Growth Centers or Points, Peri-Urban areas, Urban Agglomeration, outgrowth and Spatial
Priority Urban Regions which is also abbreviated as SPUR’s.
(Refer Slide Time: 09:05) 



Nodal Center are the growth nodes around which they are active and intensive flow. Nodal
Center could be the highest in the order of the settlement in the region. 
(Refer Slide Time: 09:37)

They could be unipolar like metropolitan city, bipolar, twin cities or multipolar structure.
(Refer Slide Time: 09:45)



Counter Magnets are the potential and growing sub Nodal Centers located out of the direct
functional linked areas of the nodal center region. The prime purpose of Magnet is to prevent
undesirable concentration of growth in pulses in the Nodal Centers and to disperse the same to
Counter Magnet for more balance development of the region. The Counter Magnet areas may
place two distinct roles. 
(Refer Slide Time: 10:15)

First, as interceptors of migratory flows into the Nodal Center, second as regional Growth
Centers this would allow to achieve balanced pattern of urbanization in the region over a period
time.
(Refer Slide Time: 10:30)



For example, the NCR Planning Boards. Under the NCR Planning Board Act 1985 Section 8F
have selected the Counter Magnet outside the NCR based on its location, population and
potential for growth in consultation with the State Government. This was done to achieve the
objective of the Regional Plan. There are currently nine Counter Magnet areas identified to
NCR. 
(Refer Slide Time: 11:02)

We can see Hissar and Ambala in Haryana, Bareilly and Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh, Kota and
Jaipur in Rajasthan. We can see Patiala in Punjab, Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh and Dehradun in
Uttrakhand. So these Magnets allow the diversion of population away from the NCR region.
(Refer Slide Time: 11: 32)



Now we look at the Satellite Towns. A Satellite Town is one which is located near or within
reasonable distance, well connected by transportation route of the growth mode or a metropolitan
city.
(Refer Slide Time: 11:47)

For example, we see Gurgaon and Noida linked with Delhi, Navi Mumbai and Vasai Virar linked
with Mumbai, Salt Lake City and New Kolkata linked with Kolkata. The Satellite Towns are
dependent on the growth node largely for employment. If developed well, Satellite Towns offer
great scope for providing economic growth and employment for the benefit of the main city.
Provided they are efficiently connected through transportation.
(Refer Slide Time: 12:19)



Next we see is Priority Towns. Priority Towns are the potential towns for investment and
development. Identified on the basis of their, inter aerial relationship with the regional Nodal
Center. For the integrated development of the identified region, identification of the priority
towns or planning for the development is desirable.
(Refer Slide Time: 12:41)

Growth Centers or the points which we see are the settlements with growth potential and special
advantage of location within the region. They can be classified as Growth Centers or Growth
Point of Service Village, in order of hierarchy from high to low while planning for settlement
structure within the region.
(Refer Slide Time: 13:03)



Now we look at Peri Urban Areas. Peri Urban Areas are zones of transition from rural to urban
land uses, located between the outer limits of urban and regional centers and the rural
environment. The boundaries of Peri Urban Areas are porous and transitory as urban
development extends into rural, agricultural and industrial land. Peri Urban Areas might include
valuable protected areas, forested hills, preserved wood lands, prime agriculture lands and
important wet lands which may require conservation.

Peri Urban Areas if planned properly can provide essential life support service for the urban
residents. Now we look at Urban Agglomeration.
(Refer Slide Time: 13:48)

As per the Census of India 2011, it defines an Urban Agglomeration as a continuous urban
spread constituting a town and its adjoining out growths or two or more physically contiguous
towns together with or without outgrowths of such towns. An Urban Agglomeration must consist



of at least a Statutory Town and its population meaning, all the constituents put together should
not be less than 20,000. 

In a varying local conditions there were similar other combinations which have been treated as
Urban Agglomeration satisfying the basic condition of contiguity in the census. For example,
greater Mumbai Urban Agglomeration and likewise Delhi Urban Agglomeration.
(Refer Slide Time: 14:40)

Now we look at outgrowth. Census 2011 defines outgrowth as a viable unit such as a village or a
hamlet or enumeration block made up of such village or hamlet and clearly identifiable in terms
of its boundaries and locations.
(Refer Slide Time: 14:59)

Some of the examples are railway colony, university campus, port area, military camps which
have come up near a Statutory Town outside its statutory limits, but within the revenue limits of
the village or villages, contiguous to the town.



(Refer Slide Time: 15:20) 

While determining the outgrowth of a town, it has been ensured that it is possess the urban
feature in terms of infrastructure amenities, such as pukka roads, electricity, taps, drainage
system for disposal of water waste, educational institutions, post offices, medical facilities and
banks and physical contiguous with the core town of the Urban Agglomeration. For example,
Central Railway colony, Triveni near Triveni Nagar. Now we look at Spatial Priority Urban
Region, SPURs.
(Refer Slide Time: 16:11)

National Commission on Urbanization 1988 identified 49 Spatial Priority Urban Regions. They
are identified based on observed trends of growth and commission’s assessment of growth
potential, integration with National Transport Network, optimization investment and
opportunities already in a particular region.
(Refer Slide Time: 16:26)



So we have so far in today’s lecture seen a how we define and describe region and the Regional
Plan. Classify the regions for the purpose of planning. We also discussed the scope and purpose
of Regional Planning and we went through different settlement types in the region and we would
be able to identify them, define them and describe them.
(Refer Slide Time: 16:54)

For this particular lecture these would be the references which will be useful for you.
(Refer Slide Time: 16:59)



Our coverage was limited with this scope to make you aware of the topic. There are enormous
readings and movies available to explore. Few are suggested here, this is not an extensive list
you may feel free to suggest more from your experience.
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Please feel free to ask questions let us know about your concerns you have, do share your
opinion, experiences and suggestions. Looking forward to interacting and co-learning with you
while exploring cities and Urban Planning, thank you.


